
Chesaning Village Planning Commission Minutes 

April 24, 2018 

 

Commission Chair Rodman called the meeting of the Chesaning Village Planning Commission to order at 

7:00 PM on April 24, 2018 in the Village of Chesaning council chambers. 

Roll Call: Present -  Barnum, Brown, Greenfelder, Hoover, Parker, Seeley-Navarre, Rodman 

 Feltman 

 

Motioned by Hoover, supported by Greenfelder to approve the agenda.   Motion carried. 

Motioned by Greenfelder, supported by Parker to approve the minutes from the March 27, 2018 

meeting.   Motion carried. 

Public Comments: 

Ray Gengler spoke, commenting positively about Beau Parmenter.  Mr. Gengler is not in favor of 

marihuana.  He is also concerned about junk on the neighboring property and the village’s brush 

dumping area. 

Public Hearing 

Public Hearing for Zoning Ordinance Map Amendment, property number 13-09-3-09-1008-000. 

Entered into public hearing at 7:04 pm 

Feltman explained the process of establishing a zoning designation on the recently annexed property. 

Village staff recommendation is to designate the property as M1 to coincide with the zoning designation 

it had while it was under the township zoning. 

Feltman also explained the Village’s process for the Medical Marihuana Licensing, noting this is the first 

step starting with Special Use Permit, License Approval, and then Site Plan Review/Approval. 

No public comment. 

Close public hear and re-enter regular meeting at 7:08 pm. 

Motion by Hoover, supported by Parker, to recommend to the Village Council to set the zoning of 15403 

Sharon Road, parcel 13-09-309-1008-000, to M1 – Manufacturing. 

Roll Call:  Brown – yes, Greenfelder – yes, Hoover – yes, Seeley-Navarre – yes, Parker – yes, 

Barnum – no, Rodman – yes. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

 



Public Hearing 

Public Hearing for Medical Marihuana Application for Medical Marihuana Facility Special Use Permit 

15403 Sharon Road:  Grow Facility and Processing Facility.  

Jim Foulds of Plant Life Group gave a presentation.  He spoke about his business background and the 

development of Plant Life Group.  They want to produce medicines to help people.  They want to be the 

best of the best, not the biggest, but the best.  He spoke briefly about their plans to develop the 

property. 

Barnum asked about the health benefits of marihuana. 

Seeley-Navarre asked about their possible use of hydro-electric power from the river.  Foulds and Beau 

Parmenter both explained that they are still accessing the viability of using hydro-electric power and will 

need to meet all regulations to install anything in the river. 

Resident questioned expected hours operation and the current problem with odors. 

Regarding the current odor issues; it was discussed that the current tenants were allowed to operate 

under the 2008 caregiver law which does not have the strict operating regulations.  The leases with the 

current tenants have been cancelled and the tenants are in the process of moving out.  The new facility 

will operate under the current standards and follow both local and state regulations.  The facility will use 

a closed loop air system. 

The hours of operation will vary.  As the business grows there will be more traffic, typical to any 

manufacturing facility.   

Noise levels will meet local and state regulations.  Any facility noise will be mitigated by insulation. 

Concerned was voiced as to the applicant keeping their promises to mitigate odor and sound. 

Feltman explained the licenses are renewed annually.   If there are issues that are not resolved, the 

license will not be renewed.   

Ray Gengler asked if the facilities are required to pull permits.  It was explained that the facilities have to 

follow all building regulations, including obtaining permits. 

Doug Nathan asked about lighting, cameras and security.   He stated his home boarders the property to 

the north and he is concerned about losing privacy in his yard.   Parmenter addressed the issues that 

there will be no light leakage and camera’s will cover every inch of their facilities but will not cross the 

property line.  They will also have 24 hour staffed security. 

Parker questioned Beau Parmenter as to why they contacted the county in regards to security and 

policing and didn’t contact the village.   He wondered why if they wanted to be in the village did they 

overlook the village’s police department.  Parmenter stated he had tried several times to contact to 

Chief of Police in Chesaning but never received any response.   He stated the county stepped forward 

and wanted to talk to them about providing policing in the area.   Parmenter has since talk to the Village 

President and will be talking to the village further.  Feltman asked Parmenter to contact him directly. 

Rodman read the list of six criteria for approving the special use permit. 



Seeley-Navarre stated she is concerned about the number of buildings on sites that have been 

approved. 

Public hearing closed at 7:55 pm, re-entered regular meeting. 

Motion by Hoover, seconded by Brown to approve the Special Use Permit for 15403 Sharon Road for 

Medical Marihuana Grow Facility and Processing Facility.  

Roll call:  Greenfelder – yes, Hoover – yes,  Seeley-Navarre – no, Parker – yes, Barnum-no, Brown – yes, 

Rodman-yes,  

Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Site Plan Review 

1117 N Main Street 

 

Feltman gave his analysis of the site plan.   The preliminary site plan has previously been approved with 

the exclusion of the greenhouses.   The Village Council had reviewed the requested use of the 

greenhouses and approved of the use as long as all building criteria: security, odor, etc. are met.      Nick 

Weisenberger spoke for Country Boys Farms and gave brief presentation of the proposed greenhouses.  

The greenhouses will be made of polycarbonate panels and have heated concrete floors. They will not 

have floor drains, all water will be recycled.  Greenhouses will be fully secured with cameras and 

lighting.  The use of the greenhouses will conserve energy and leave a smaller carbon footprint. 

Feltman mentioned that LARA is using the Brady Street facility and the Front Street provisoning 

operations as benchmark facilities as examples of best practices to operate under the current state 

guidelines. 

Motioned by Greenfelder, supported by Parker to approve the addition of the greenhouses to the site 

plan for 1117 N. Main Street. 

Roll call:  Hoover – yes, Seeley-Navarre – yes, Parker – yes, Barnum – no,  Brown- yes, Greenfelder – yes, 

Rodman – yes 

Motion carried. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE 

 

The Administrator had been approached to poll the commission in regards to the Braun property, west 

of Trinity United Methodist Church.  He asked if the commission would feel differently about the use of 

the property for medical marihuana if the preschool was not opposed.     The commission stated that 

they would take it under consideration if they received written opinions from the parents of the 

students.  

 

Barnum expressed concern about the number of grow operations approved in the village. 



 

 

Feltman discussed the Solar Panel Farm Ordinance included in the meeting packet.   The ordinance is 

meant as a preliminary starting point and he is looking to take input on it at the next planning 

commission meeting. 

 

A brief discussion was held regarding zoning districts and including a material review in the ordinance. 

 

There is still interest in touring a solar farm. 

 

Feltman passed out plans for the development of Sedlar Drive at 700 N. Main Street.  He explained that 

the roadway will be a private drive, however the water and sewer infrastructure will belong to the 

village.  Feltman expects to see site plans on several parcels in the near future and the commission will 

want these plans as reference. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


